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                 February ’17 Outreach Amazon gold edition e-letter 

   SUCCESS…. What’s success? 
If you ask a lot of people you are going to get a lot of different answers. 
We often measure success in varying ways depending on our 
experiences of life.  Paul in 2 Timothy 4:7 says, I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  And fundamentally 
finishing well is paramount.  Jesus finished well.... 
I remember one of my ‘earlier’ linguistic mistakes in Portuguese, I was 
talking about how Jesus had finished well.  How as he hung on the cross 
Jesus said, “It is finished”.  And how He was literally saying, ‘I’ve done my 
bit, now it is over to you’, like a passing of a baton in the relay race in 
track and field events. 
The word for baton is bastao in Portuguese.  Easy enough you might 
think.  Unfortunately I said baton, which means something entirely 
different.  Any wonder everyone fell about laughing as I said how Jesus 
had passed the lipstick and now it was our turn to run with the lipstick 
and pass it on to the next generation! 
Jesus’ ministry was successful, not because he was famous, good looking 
or great at networking and social media.  One of the reasons Jesus was 
successful was because He made disciples.  Disciples, those that were 
able to learn and replicate what they had learnt through Him by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 
Success is success when there is succession, successors! 
It gives me great joy to say that the work in Maues is thriving.  Absolutely 
thriving.  It is proving successful.  There are successors……. 

however we need your help and 
urgently.............. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

       The Davison Family 
I am sorry you have had to wait so long for this e-
letter.  It isn’t because ‘little’ has been happening in 
Maues, quite the contrary.  Unfortunately, finding the 
time to write e-letters these days has been impossible. 
Moving to England has not only been a geographical, 
cultural and language change but a complete shift in 
the chronographic daily dynamic, tariffs…… dad the 
homework helper! 
I would say that the children have adapted amazingly 
well, though they would still appreciate your prayers 
for their schooling and making good Christian friends. 
It is a great relief that Rebeca has now received her UK 
Residence Permit, this was our third application.  We 
were so grateful for all the prayer support, though the 
trauma of receiving the rejection/refusal of entry and 
the huge financial expenditure, still causes me to cry to 
God for justice.  Praise God we are here; however 
many, many people are exiled due to the law.  Just 
because it’s legal doesn’t make it just.  
 

 

Train.... 

                                

Matthew 5 vs16 Let your light so shine before 

men, that they may see your good works 

and glorify your Father in heaven. (NKJV) 

 

 

Google us! THE ELIM BASE MAUES 

it’s easily visible from satellite. 

 

ELIM BASE 

http://www.elimmissions.co.uk/
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ALL HANDS ON DECK! 
So much has happened since the last e-letter in August.  The 

work is so blessed that there are plentiful testimonies to tell. 

Since the last e-letter there has been another Encounter with 

God weekend, youth retreat and baptismal service.  The ‘cell’ 

groups are in full swing and each group has raised its own 

finance to send their ‘encontristas’ (people going on the  
encounter weekend) on the weekend and make their banners and  
t-shirts for the church celebrations where the cell groups come together 
to Praise God for His provision of ‘fruits that remain’. 
The Rescue Project is into another year and has had the help of some 
horticultural students who have, as part of their university course, come 
along and helped to plant the orchard at the Rescue Project, providing 
fresh vegetables for the children attending the project.  The Elim Base 
has also produced a crop of guarana (a local berry, high in caffeine) 
which has been used to support the work of the projects. 
The projects are a hive of activity but the aim is very simple, to make 
disciples for Jesus.  The schools at the Rescue Project and the Living  
 Word School provide an avenue into the community, with parents meeting church 
members on a regular basis and relationships being established.  Through the 
various groups, youth, ladies and ‘cell’ groups, these new friendships are further 
developed and the people in themselves begin to seek a relationship with Jesus! 
At the end of term time no food is left in the schools’ dispensaries over the holiday 
break but brought together and made into hampers to be given out to those in 
need. 

THE LIVING WORD  
CHURCH 

http://www.elimmissions.co.uk/
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No WHITE elephants! 
To your left!  This photo makes me want to cry. 
This is Marcele.  Marcele is a dentist, a mother, a wife and a vereadora. 
What is a ‘vereadora’, it is basically a Member of Parliament.  Generally 
most people don’t do things for free.  They might appear to do things for 
free, but often there is an ulterior motive behind their nicety under 
layers of self-justification.  When people in politics do their canvassing 
they promise you the world and then when they get into office they 
forget.  NOT Marcele……...she has given her time before she got into 
office and continues after she’s got into office!  Marcele’s mum had 
cancer and out of the pain and suffering, Marcele came to know Jesus as 
THE Lord Jesus Christ.  Because Marcele was so impacted by Jesus’ love 
and gift of grace to her, she wanted to give something back.  
Rebeca and I had bumped into Marcele and her husband often and when 
I returned to the U.K. Marcele promised to take my place in the dental 
surgery.  Even though Marcele has so many responsibilities (two lovely 
twins) she still gives her time to the children at the Living Word School to 
take care of their teeth. 
One of my worries is that with myself, and some might remember my 
mate Dr Horti, leaving Maues, the dental surgery would become a white 
elephant, but God is so faithful…… and you may just be able to notice a 
green t-shirt in the background, which is that of another dentist who has 
come along to help too. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

THE LIVING WORD SCHOOL 
God is good!  All the time and all the time God is good! 
The school continues to thrive and is constantly blessed as staff 
leave having grown so much and allowing new staff……. all with a  

 

Graduation is always a big thing in 
Maues and Brazil and December last 
year it was no different, with the 
graduates being presented with their 
diploma.  The theme of the evening 
was ‘Noah’s ark’ with the children 
singing and relaying the story to their 
parents and guardians. 

 

sound faith, to come through. 
With the New Year comes the new school 
year, unlike us here in the northern 
hemisphere.  
All things are made new!  New uniforms, 
new materials, new pupils and a new coat of 
paint.  As I mentioned earlier, the church is a 
tremendously hard working church and even 
when it is school holidays there is much 
work to do getting ready for the coming 
year.  The children are fed a full meal for 
lunch, a uniform and all their school 
materials are provided thanks to the support 
from the Living Word Church and support 
from overseas. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Literally a service in the dark! 

CHILDREN’S DAY in MAUES 

 

 

A NEW DAY 
There are many double acts…… or partnerships….. 
Laurel and Hardy, Butch Cassidy and the Sundance 
Kid……. Starsky and Hutch (showing my age).  
It was a pleasure to work with Pastor Tinho in the 
Amazon over the last 14 years.  Not only is Tinho the 
Pastor of the Living Word Church and my brother-in-
law, he is also a friend whom I admire and miss very 
much.  We are like chalk and cheese….. Iron sharpens 
iron and we certainly did that! 
God loves to use the foolish things to confound the 
world.  A white, European, ‘Doctor’ (I know I’m a 
dentist, but in the Amazon that means I’m a Doctor), 
second to an Amazonese with no tertiary and 
questionable secondary education!  Yet this was the 
duo God ordained for many an adventure:- 

 Evangelism into the Indian Reserve 

 Outboard motors going on air! 

 Explosive growth of the church 

 The Rescue Project dreamt and formulated 
without a penny! 

 The Elim Base……. A 14 year old dream being 
realised in the year we left. 

 

 
 

    Outreach Amazon                                                                  Page 4 

 

 

To your left….. Tinho is the tallest! 
 

God loves to use us, He just loves to make examples of His 
person through us.  I remember Pastor Tinho and I being 
asked to mentor a class in one of the local schools.  We 
just came alongside them, listened, prayed and taught 
them what God said about them.  The class thrived, grew, 
improved in all aspects, truancy, grades and behaviour. 
And because of being obedient to God, Tinho found 
himself sharing to the Heads of the Amazon state for 
education what we were doing, what made the difference. 
Yes! Tinho preached the GOSPEL! 
 

Recently Pastor Tinho went along to a University 
graduation ceremony to support one of the members of 
the church.  Before Pastor Tinho knew what was 
happening he was sitting with all the dignitaries and found 
himself beside the local Mayor (an ex-priest).  The Mayor 
turned to Tinho and asked if he could bring the word as he 
wasn’t in a ‘right’ place.  Tinho once again was able to 
bring a now word to the graduates and once again God 
used this simple man, with very little worldly qualifications 
to bless and congratulate those receiving qualifications! 

SUPPORT IS NEEDED! 
There is a desire to be self-financing.  But the work in Maues 
isn’t at that stage.  It still needs the help of the GLOBAL BODY 
OF CHRIST. 
The church in Maues is young, vibrant and hard working. 
Pastor Tinho will be coming over to the U.K. to preach in 
churches and give an update on the work in Maues and try 
and raise much needed support.  
If you would like Pastor Tinho to minister or share at your 
church, please send me an email at martydavison@gmail.com  
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AN ORDINARY MAN WITH AN EXTRAORDINARY GOD! 
 

1 Corinthians 1: 27 But God has chosen the 

foolish things of the world to put to shame 

the wise, and God has chosen the weak 

things of the world to put to shame the 

things which are mighty; (NKJV) 

mailto:martydavison@gmail.com
http://www.elimmissions.co.uk/

